Family Ties

By Kristin Metz

T!w news  spread  like  wild-
lire through the junior high
school of our sleepy town:
James Linder® had just overdosed in
his Earth Science class and was be-
g rushed to the emergency room.
Who is to blame? Emily Brollan®, my
cousin, She was the dealer who had
provided him with the prescription
medications that sent him (o the hos-
pital, As | was an inconsequential and
unobirusive eight-grader, the actions
of my freshman cousin were an atom
bomb on my shelered life. Linle did
Emily realize that the blame would
fall to her and she would be held ac-
countable, losing the trust and respect
of everyone around her.

Emily’s actions resonated heavily in
our lethargic town, and the impact
was widespread. Although the over-

dose was not faal, James™ recovery
time was not short. When he finally
regamed his Tfull health, he found
himsell in serious legal wrouble. This
episode brought James™ long history
of drug abuse to the surface and he
laced consequences similar o Emi-
Iv's. Meanwhile, James™ sister Tarah®
made it perfectly clear that she would
thoroughly thrash anyone who played
a part in the incident lcading 10 her
brother’s downfall. Being raised in
a wholesome environment by caring
and communicative parents, this was
a side of the world that | had never
even seen. Now | was being thrown
into it, headfinst, In order o save face,
I denied any relation 1o Emily for
years alterward out of embarrassment
and shame.

Even though this experience is in
the past, the consequences are still
seen. Emily works a retail job tha
she loathes due to the poorer educa-
tion she received at the altermative
school, where the focus was graduat-
ing, rather than secking the highest
education possible. Due 1o these cir-
cumstances, Emily chose not to go to
college or seek further traiming. It is
doubtiul that she ever will. Our rela-
tionshap with that branch of the fam-
ily has been distant sinee the incident,
It is visibly harder for the adulis o
put their trust in Emuly, when it was
previously given without guestion,
Up until that time, my parents had
encouraged me to connect with Emily
and revel in our fanily ties. However,
they now do no such thing. 1 used to
believe that she would eventually re-
gain the trust and respect that she lost,
but | sce now that some bridges she
bumed will never be rebuili.

It might be smd that thes 15 pop ¢cul-
ture’s fault, for promoting drug usc
and abuse, or the single mother’s
fault, for not knowing her daughter

well enough o see the danger signs,
It might even be said 10 be the grand-
parents’ faults for not monitoring
thewr medications properly; however,
I simply do not comprehend these jus-
tifications. Emily knowingly stole the
drugs, disinbuted them w her peers
with the full understanding of how
they would be used, and therefore it
is her fault. Fortunately, | wasn't the
only one of this opinion,

| have never sympathized with Em-
ily, behieving our family's—and the
school district’s—censure of her was
fair and just. This experience has re-
inforced all of the concepts and ide-
als that are dnlled into us at school,
| never want to end up in the same
position as Emily or sufler those ¢on-
sequences, The disappointment in my
parcnts’ eyes and losing their respect
would be a harsher blow than missing
oul on high school or even college.
Although | planned to be drug—and
alcohol—Tfree before this experience,
this nighimare strengthened that re-
solve and has reminded me over the
vears of the delicacy of trust. Life is
about building and maintaining rela-
tionships, and you cannol have a re-
lationship with someone il you can-
not put your trust in them. Although
my heart ¢rics for Emaly, my head
realizes that this was an example of
what not to do. | have learned from
her mistake, and continue o make the
right choices, allowing me to enjoy a
full and fulfilling life.

*Names have been changed

e edirors and staff of Alers Magazine
wish fo congratilote Aotrde on winning
the exsay comtest and enconrage her in
prrsuing her acedemic goals, We wonld
also fike fo encowrage filnre seniors o
participate in our scholarsbip pregeran,
Stncercly,
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